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feeling which animates these discourses shows how strong a hold the idea 
of international cooperation has taken upon representative men. The 
spirit of the occasion was perhaps best expressed by M. Deucher, Presi- 
dent of the Swiss Confederation. Among other things, he said : 

Gentlemen, the old Assembly House of the Bernese Diet bears this inscription: 
" It is in this building that the Universal Postal Union was founded on October 
9th, 1874." To-day, thirty-five years later, there rises on one of the most 
beautiful sites of our Capital, the grand commemorative Monument, the unveiling 
of which we are met to celebrate. 

The five genii which surround the globe represent the universal importance of 
the Union and attest the power gained by a great idea, for the realization of 
which nations went hand in hand, regardless of the difference of race, language 
and religion, political and economic interests — a triumph of civilization and 
culture, a bond of union between the nations. The Universal Postal Union, a 
work supremely pacific, constitutes a real confederation of the nations, the repre- 
sentatives of which to-day turn their eyes to the international monument and 
express their gratitude to the master who created it. 



THE NORWAY-SWEDEN BOUNDARY ARBITRATION 

On October 23, 1909, the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The 
Hague decided the boundary dispute between Norway and Sweden, by 
virtue of a convention between the two Powers dated March 14, 1908. 
The tribunal was to be and actually was composed of three members of 
whom one was a Norwegian (M. Beichmann), another a Swede (M. de 
Hammarskjold), and the third or president, who, by the agreement was 
to be " neither a subject of either of the contracting parties nor domiciled 
in either of the two countries," M. Loeff of Holland. 

The tribunal, consisting of three members, was not constituted ac- 
cording to the terms of article 24 of the Hague Convention of 1899, 
which contemplates that the judges chosen shall be members of the 
permanent panel. The arbitration was, however, under the auspices of 
the Permanent Court, as the parties in controversy availed themselves 
of the provisions of article 26 : 

The International Bureau at The Hague is authorized to place its premises 
and its staff at the disposal of the Signatory Powers for the operations of any 
special Board of Arbitration. 

It may, therefore properly be called a decision of the Permanent Court 
at The Hague and, as such, both enhances the dignity and demonstrates 
again the usefulness of this institution. 
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The award of the tribunal deals with and settles the facts in con- 
troversy and only incidentally discusses or applies principles of inter- 
national law, and its importance lies not so much in the decision as in 
the resort to arbitration for the settlement of an outstanding inter- 
national difference. 

In the matter of procedure it would seem that an innovation is to be 
noted, because the arbiters decided to visit and actually did visit the 
territory in dispute in order that they might by personal examination 
familiarize themselves with the territory in dispute and be the better 
prepared to understand and appreciate the arguments relating to the 
geography and topography of the region. 

For the second time within a year the Permanent Court at The Hague 
has rendered a decision, and it is devoutly hoped that the resort to arbi- 
tration will become a habit and that a permanent court of arbitration 
will be the natural consequence of a frequent and confident resort to 
arbitration. 1 

THE NOBEL PEACE AWARD 

On December 9, 1909, the Committee for the Distribution of the 
Nobel Prizes announced that the peace prize had been divided between 
M. Beernaert of Belgium and the Baron d'Estournelles de Constant 
of Prance. The recipients are well-known and active workers in the 
cause of peace and richly deserve the honor accorded to them. 

M. Auguste Beernaert, born in 1828, is a trained lawyer and statesman 
who has served his country through a long and honorable career as 
Minister of Public Works, Minister of Agriculture, Minister of Finance, 
President of the Chamber of Representatives, and Member of the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration. At the First Peace Conference he 
was president of the first commission, charged with the consideration 
of the limitation of armaments, and in the Second Conference he was 
president of the second commission, charged with the consideration of 
the laws and customs of land warfare. In both conferences his voice and 
influence were for the lessening of the hardships cf warfare and for the 
peaceful settlement of international conflicts. A reference to any work 
en the conferences will show the nature and importance of his contribu- 
tions, and it is no exaggeration to say that the Nobel Committee honored 
itself as well as M. Beernaert by its award. 

i For the facts and the opinion and judgment of the court, see Judicial De- 
cisions in this number, page 226. 



